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UNCLAS BRUSSELS 03159 

USEEC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EEC, EP, PERP, ECIN 

SUB J : EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT: QUESTION CONCERNING RATIFICA- 
TION OF THE EC/GREECE SECOND FINANCIAL PROTOCOL 

1 . DURING THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT'S FEBRUARY SESSION IN 
STRASBOURG THIS WEEK, DE CLERCQ (BELGIAN, LIBERAL) QUERIED 
THE EC COMMISSION REGARDING WHETHER THE COMPETENT 
COMMUNITY BODIES HAVE CONTACTED THE PARLIAMENTS OF THE 
EC MEMBER STATES WHICH HAVE NOT YET RATIFIED THE EC/GREECE 
FINANCIAL PROTOCOL, SIGNED LAST YEAR AND INVOLVING 280 
UNITS OF ACCOUNT (U.A.; 1 U.A. $1.22) IN FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE TO GREECE, WITH A VIEW TO SPEEDING UP THE 
PROCESS. ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION, COMMISSIONER BURKE 
RESPONDED THAT WHILE REGRETTING THE DELAY IN THE RATIFICA- 
TION PROCEDURES FOR THE SECOND FINANCIAL PROTOCOL, "THE 
COMMISSION HAS NOT CONTACTED THE NATIONAL PARLIAMENTS OF 
THE MEMBER STATES DIRECTLY IN ORDER TO ACCELERATE THESE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 BRUSSE 03159 180727Z 

PROCEDURES." BURKE SAID, HOWEVER, THAT "THE COMMISSION 
RAISED THIS PROBLEM IN THE COUNCIL IN IANUARY AND INVITED 
MEMBER STATES TO ... COMPLETE RATIFICATION BEFORE THE END 
OF MARCH." BURKE ANNOUNCED THAT IF THIS ACTION IS NOT 
TAKEN, THE COMMISSION RESERVES ITS RIGHT TO REQUEST THE 
ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THE FINANCIAL PROTOCOL BY AUTONOMOUS 
MEANS, BUT HE UNDERLINED THAT IN THE LONG RUN THE NATIONAL 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


PARLIAMENTS STILL NEED TO RATIFY THE PROTOCOL SINCE MEMBER 
STATES ARE CONTRACTING PARTIES IN THEIR OWN RIGHT. 

2. IN THE DEBATE WHICH ENSUED, MP'S FROM VARIOUS POLITICAL 
GROUPS EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF THE FINANCIAL PROTOCOL 
TO GREECE, PARTICULARLY WITH A VIEW TO FACILITATING ITS 
SMOOTH ACCESSION TO THE COMMUNITY. THESE SAME SPEAKERS 
EXPRESSED THE OPINION THAT THE COMMISSION SHOULD NOT WAIT 
FOR ALL MEMBER STATES TO RATIFY THE PROTOCOL BEFORE PUTTING 
IT INTO EFFECT. IN A FURTHER REPLY, BURKE NOTED THAT 
ONLY DENMARK AND THE NETHERLANDS HAVE RATIFIED THE 
PROTOCOL AND THAT ALL NECESSARY PROCEDURES SAVE RATIFICA- 
TION HAVE BEEN COMPLETED IN FRANCE AND ITALY. HE 
SUGGESTED, HOWEVER, THAT IN ORDER TO SPEED UP THE PRO- 
CEDURES IN MEMBER STATES, MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT SHOULD THEMSELVES TAKE UP THE MATTER IN THEIR 
NATIONAL PARLIAMENTS. HINTON 
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